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“An artist of the first rank accepts tradition and enriches it;
an artist of the lower rank accepts tradition and repeats it; an
artist of the lowest rank rejects tradition and strives for
originality”.
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“These songs, however, generally speaking related to
pastural life with all its crude love-makings. The tantrics not
only became steeped in sexual vices but were dreaded for
inhuman cruelties committed in the name of religion.... Vicious
Tantrics offered human sacrifices to Kali and danced with
swords in hands before her image in horrid ecstacy.”
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*“The book chronicles the life-work of the more famous poets of Persian
would critical review of their poetical works. The author is thoroughly
wellversed with Persian Literature and Persian History and the book under-
review bears ample evidence of a finished writer and a mature critic. The
language is highly chaste and elegant and the style is almost classical and
bears the impress of Bankim Chandra’s inimitable productions. The ease and
facility with which the autor traverses the whole field of Persian Literature
is indeed remarkable and the traces of scholarly industry which are evident
in every page easily distinguish the book from the other publications which
are generally met with in the market.”

“The book begins with a historical review of the gradual evolution of
Persian Poetry and the circumstances which have imported to it, its peculiar
characteristics. The first chapter of the book is therefore highly fascinating
and the beautiful style of the author makes it a most pleasant study... And
one can hardly go through the book without being tempted to finish it as
quickly as possible. We congratulate the author who seems to be preeminetly
a Poet, on the remarkable parts he has exhibited in this book and assure him
that he has afforded us real satisfaction to go through it. We need hardly say
that public will find in it a degree of intellectual hardly to be found in the
usual publications of the day.” (THE SERVENT 13.2.1924)
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“I am also delighted to find that as a literary work this book is not

essentially Muslim in character but is based on a broad cosmopolitan idea
and a comparative study of the Poetical Literatures of different countries.”
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“The Book is a collection of six very thoughtful articles published in
monthlies coming from the pen of one who is well known for his masterly
publication ‘Parashya Prativa’. The author is a Mohammedan : but nowhere
in this book he preaches Mahammedanism or anyother ‘ism’ than
universalism. The great reality behind the creation of universe has diverse
ways of emancipation and expression and the learned writer is liberal
enough to accomodate and appreciate every path leading to the one and
same destination. Yet he does not present himself as having the vanity of a
seer but as an humble seeker after truth... Throughout the book there is
present proof enough of the rare gift of visualising good in everything... The
Religion of Maknkind, according to him, evolves itself through seers and
sinners, and nothing exists anywhere but adds something to the glory of that
Supreme Reality which is immanent in spirit and matter as well, and unifies
the both ... It heartened me a lot to believe with the author that humanity has
been constantly striving, thriving, through apparent strifes and setbacks,
towards the realisation of truth and we have not left the Golden Age in the
primitive past but rather it is ahead of us. This treatise, though brief,forces
the readers into a better religion, and, the highest thoughts being clothed in
the happiest and most lucid style have been made all the more accessible to
all- even to neophytes like the reviewer”. (East Bengal Times, 23.3.1935).
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“My message is social. It is an attempt to awaken the social
conscience of my people. Yes, there is a great deal of
symbolism but it is rooted in my experience and environment.”
(Quoted from the Gulf Weekly”, Dubai, 19-25, March 1992)
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“My writings are about my experience, about my
environment. There is a great deal about my rural life but my
themes are also urban. Often, I respond to my own feelings
about the anomalies in urban life, about the erosion in social
values in moral standards. The sum total of my message is to
illustrate and convey the sufferings, the pain and the tragedies
which people are forced to bear and struggle against. I don't
believe that a writer can or should try to create amything
outside the context of his own experience. To be authentic, you
must be a product of your own enviroment. I contradict the
theory that true poets and writers are bonded to humanity at
large, not to a particular place or time. A writer is bom in a
particular country, at a particaular time and in a particular
place.”

s “HAR @ T WqNiR wfewet ¢ ARt fw ) wwe eRr
G5! AT Tl o TR AN TR 91, R ANRE KR IAS
GRSk | AifAE SRR Sioeet, e R IR STy,
ST TY3ATR FIE TN S S W @ FB Bravy | AR
TACE Q-3 SIvd YR QA wiign AR 71 e e 3R
@3 IR rra TeEs fee 9@ o REeR 39t [0t SR o |
T -wfower RE @ @4 g g w0 3 B e o
o ww Wit WA I ) Feem At (IR 9 e e
el 7R e TR I, W IR A @ R o (@
TS FoTH Ty, W orwd 7 WL IR A T W g3
e om, w1 ¢ Fe wf@eh (ofF R afefAfeg atam) 17 (2Qew) |

QA =T WA TESIR BIF fred 7 Ieiren | O e
wfewe! ¢ AREER T @ S ETHm FE Sy, GF I B A
e I | 90 R @3B [{oen +fGFm ave AreresiRe R am
S IR I | ATFIIIE SIRCT s Tfe 2o ¢

“I have devoted to the study of life in the lower rungs of
society. I give utterance to their sufferings... A writer has to
have commitment for his place, his community and his time.
The greatest of -writers have written about their own life.”
(‘Khaleej Times’, Dubai, 20 February, 1992).
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“I was editor of a revolutionary paper called ‘Probhat’, way
back in the early 40s. I was still a student and we were all
involved passionately with the Pakistan movement. No, this
was more than a political stance. I like to think of myself as a
writer who expresses the aspirations of his people”. (Gulf
Wekkly, Dubai, 19-25 March, 1992).
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"Md Mahfuzullah is both an idealist and a realist. Many of
these sonnets ... breathe the lofty idealism of the poet.
Mahfuzullah is also perfectly aware of the hard realities of our
life and paints them in sharp strokes. The poet has control
over his emotion, and uses his language with economy and
telling effect, which of course is a mark of good sonnets.
discerning reader will also note irony and pathos in some of
the poems. There are many memorable lines in the book.
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Mahfuzullah writes in the tradition of the modern poet. But it
is a pleasure to note that he has never fallen into the trap of
unnecessary obscurity of some of the so-called moderns."
(S.N.@Q . Zulfizar Ali : Observer Sunday Magazine}.

"Mohammed Mahuzullah who first presented ‘Julekhar
Mon' in the literary horizon writes essentially on the varied
aspects of love and the beauties of nature. His is essentially a
romantic self and his expressions are constructed in keeping
with his personal nature. His other works 'Raktim Hridayey'
and ' Andkakary Eka' have re-established his fame.' (Poet
Abdus Sattar, Counterpoint, June 8, 1975).
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